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The Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000
established the need to identify and map open country
and registered common land in England. Under the
Act ‘open country’ is defined as land that is wholly or

predominantly mountain, moor, heath or down.

This was the first large project to employ DNF
principles. By reusing and referencing the topographic
features in the landscape, the project was transformed
from a wholly data capture programme to one of
predominantly information collection and attribution.
This lent itself more readily to subsequent business

processes such as the public consultation audit trail,

which was underpinned by clear and consistent

mapping.

The challenge

The Countryside and Rights of Way Act
2000 placed a duty on the Countryside
Agency to prepare maps of all open
country (mountain, moor, heath or
down) and registered common land in
England.

The mapping was undertaken by
Black and Veatch, contractors to the
Countryside Agency, and was to be
broken into five stages:

1. Information assembly: all existing
information about the land had to be
assembled and reviewed.

2. Draft maps: clear unambiguous draft
maps were required to support the
demanding public communication and
consultation process, which included an
appeals procedure.

3. Public consultation: all draft maps
were to be reviewed by interested
parties and comments cross-referenced
and managed to achieve the best result
for all stakeholders.

4. Provisional maps: were then
published that incorporated changes
as a result of the public consultation.
Landowners and managers could then
make a formal appeal to alter what was
shown on the map.

5. Conclusive maps: were published
as official records of open access
land and these would support the
Countryside Agency website and
publication elsewhere, for example,
OS Explorer Map series.

The solution

The Countryside Agency (now part

of Natural England) contracted all
mapping and consultation work relating
to this development to Black & Veatch
of Redhill, Surrey. The programme was
managed over four years and divided



This case study has been produced on behalf of the
DNF Expert Group.

An electronic version of this case study and a more detailed
study on this application can be found by visiting the DNF
website at www.dnf.org

For more information on this case study please contact:

Line Taylor, Black and Veatch
taylorlk@bv.com

Ian Bush, MWH
ian.bush@mwhglobal.com

For more information on DNF or the DNF Expert group
please email the DNF Expert Group at info@dnf.org
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